


EDWARD 
JESUDHAS

KERRY A. OLSON

Celebrating the life that started a movement

This past December, 
God brought Edward 

home suddenly at 
the age of 42. This is 
the story of Edward 
Jesudhas, profound  
missionary and my 

personal friend.

“God used  
Edward to pray 

for many people. 
He surprised 

me one day by 
saying, ‘God will 
use you to pray 

for others and see 
them touched by 

God as well.’” 

“There I found 
myself, at the 
Delhi National 

Hospital morgue in India, 
mourning the death of 
my dear friend Edward. 
Edward was a man of God 
in every sense. This past 

December, God brought 
him home suddenly 
at the age of 42. This 
is the story of Edward 
Jesudhas, profound 
missionary and my 
personal friend. A few of 
the moving testimonies 
I learned about Edward 
before I preached to 
Edward’s congregation 
after his passing:

“He led me to the Lord 
and counseled our 
family.” 

"The day he prayed for 
me to get a job, I got the 
job!” "God used Edward 
to pray for many people. 

He surprised me one day 
by saying, ‘God will use 
you to pray for others and 
see them touched by God 
as well.’” 

"Edward came to our 
poor slum and began 
to tell us about the One 
True God. No Christian  
had ever visited  
us before.”

I was in India, one country 
amongst many ministry 
sites I was visiting in 
Asia, away from my home  
in Mexico. 

TAKING THE CHURCH TO WHERE IT IS NOT

A Light Has Dawned Upon Them
In the throes of agony, Jesus called out “Father, if you are willing, take this cup 
from me; yet not my will, but yours be done...” (Luke 22:42) The temple guards 
came to arrest him with Judas leading the way.  Jesus spoke to his captors, 
“This is your hour – when darkness reigns.” From this moment until His death, 
the powers of darkness ruled the hearts of the men focused on killing Jesus.  
Religious leaders schemed, Roman soldiers administered cruel beatings, Pilate 
and Herod conspired, the crowds yelled “crucify him,” greed gripped Judas’ 
heart, Jesus’ disciples fled in fear, and Peter denied the Lord he loved.  Jesus 
went into the heart of the sinfulness of men and demonic darkness bearing the 
full brunt of wrath, hatred, and lust for power. 

A few hours later, as Jesus hung on the Cross, darkness covered Jerusalem, 
an earthquake shook the earth, and the veil of the temple was torn from top 
to bottom. A centurion, administering Jesus’ crucifixion, had a front row seat 
to the cruel barrage of injustice Jesus suffered. He heard Jesus tell the thief, 
“Today you will be with me in Paradise.”  He watched Jesus commend His spirit 
into the Father’s hands and  breathe his last breath. In the darkest hour, the 
remarkable happened. A light of revelation broke through and the centurion 
exclaimed, “Surely this was a righteous man!” 

Jesus broke the power of demonic darkness forever. The prophet Isaiah 
proclaimed, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9:2) This is what 
the incarnation was always about.  This is good news. And God’s people are all 
called to join. 

We, as followers of Jesus, have a mandate to carry the love of God to those 
who live where “darkness reigns.”  These are the edges of the Kingdom where 
Jesus, the light of the world, has not been proclaimed – where the church is 
not. Together we can blaze access to these places, but it takes all of us working 
together.  Even now, we are starting to see regions that were once dead coming 
to life. 

During this Easter season, we shout from the mountain tops – our God reigns!

Serving together,
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Edward strived each day 
to make an impact – in 
his family, his communi-
ties, and ultimately in this 
world. He devoted his life 
to the mission field,  
serving in North India 
seeking to reach a people 
group who previously had 
no access to the Gospel.

Daniel H. Brokke

President of Bethany International
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I had plans to see Edward just hours 
before tragedy struck – excited to 
sit with my friend and discuss the 
happenings of his ministry.

Edward strived each day to make an 
impact – in his family, his communities, 
and ultimately in this world. He 
devoted his life to the mission field, 
serving in North India seeking to reach 
a people group who previously had no 
access to the Gospel. 

AN UNEXPECTED LOSS
The day Edward passed he traveled 
with a ministry partner to visit sites 
among the “low caste” Chamar people 
group in the Rohini area of Delhi, 
India. He walked through a slum area 
where they teach young Chamar girls 
to sew, shared time with a number of 
locals he had helped lead to the Lord, 
and paid a visit to the missions school 
that he started just one year prior.

On this same day, I was teaching 
in a missions’ school just outside of 
Delhi. My wife and I were scheduled 
to visit and teach at Edward’s newly 
formed missionary training school 
and his church over the upcoming 

weekend. Hours before 
he passed, I received a 
text from Edward that 
read, “Where are you, 
my friend? You are 
very silent.” I quickly 
replied that we were in 
transit to his part of the 
city, and were looking 
forward to being with 
him the next day.

Upon returning home 
from his work, with his 
wife at his side, Edward had a major 
heart attack. There was nothing that 
could be done to save him. He was 
gone in minutes. 

AN UNFORGETTABLE IMPACT
My friend Edward was a pastor, 
missions mobilizer, PhD candidate, 
and ministry partner. We worked 
together in the GlobeServe network of 
missionary training schools; our goal 
through GlobeServe being to establish 
churches among 500 unreached people 
groups over just a few years. 

Edward targeted a number of 
unreached, “untouchable caste” people 

groups in the Delhi area. In fact, his 
doctoral thesis was set to cover the 
Chamar people.  The Chamar number 
over 51 million in India. Only 0.5% 
of these 51 million are born-again 
believers. God used Edward to start a 
movement among the Chamar people. 

It was my honor to be at his home 
when he first planted a church in the 
cramped living room of his apartment 
on the northside of the bustling 
Dehli metropolis. Just one year later, 
I was in the same apartment, only 
to find 70 people tightly packed and  
worshipping Jesus.

 

BUILDING ON EDWARD’S 
LEGACY
Within two hours of his passing, at 
about 11pm at night, more than 1,000 
people showed up to mourn Edward 
and console his family. The following 
day, about 300 of us gathered together 
for an informal home-going to honor 
a man who fought the good fight, who 
finished the race, who is now home 
with Jesus. Edward’s life and legacy 
shine like a beacon.

Two years have passed since 
Edward began his work among the 
Chamar people. Over this time his 
congregation and missions school 
have moved to a larger facility. But 
Edward lived understanding how 
much work had yet to be done. He had 
planned to give his life to this cause, 
and those now in leadership roles 
here strive to keep building, sharing,  
and giving. 

Edward wasn’t just a minister. He was 
a husband to his wife, Hersia, and a 

father of two children in their teen 
years, Allan and Edwin. Even in the 
midst of processing their loss, Hersia 
and Edward’s ministry partners have 
taken up Edward’s ministry to build 
on the church and missions school.

It is my opinion, as well as everyone 
else who knew him, that Edward had 
too few years on this earth; he had 
so much left to give and accomplish. 
But in God’s great wisdom and 
sovereignty, I recognize our loss is 
heaven’s gain. As I sought to console 
Edward’s son, Allan, shortly after his 
father’s passing he made a remarkable 
statement, “Here in India, my dad 
accomplished more in two years than 
many could in 70 years.” 

Allan is right. Edward lived with 
eternity in mind. He set forth every 
day – in a region where many efforts 
are made to keep the light of the Lord 
away – to bring the God’s kingdom 
to unreached peoples. Edward, 
my friend, you are an inspiration. 

You introduced hundreds to the 
redemption found through Christ and 
gave your life to the most important 
cause. We will strive every day to 
build on your legacy, through India 
and beyond.

Kerry A. Olson — Bethany 
International’s Research Coordinator 
for the Engage500 Initiative.

“Here in India, my dad accomplished 
more in two years than many could 
in 70 years.” - Edward’s son, Allan, 
shortly after his father’s passing
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struggling church in this village.  
They befriended the pastor and 
church members, and became 
one of them.  Through their 
interactions and encouragement, 
the pastor began to lead his people 
in outreach to the rest of the village.  
The church took on a new sense of 
urgency to be a light in an otherwise 
dark village.  

In a public school classroom across 
the country, the class rose to do their 
morning ritual Buddhist chants.  A 
six-year boy stood up, and with 
confidence told his teacher, “I will 
stand with you, but I won’t chant.  
I am now a Christian.”  His mother 
abandoned her life of prostitution 
and came to the Lord through the 
faithful ministry and discipleship of 
one of our missionaries and global 
partners. She now serves the Lord 
and is teaching her son to stand  
for truth.

In another part of Asia, one of our 
missionaries, together with BGU 
interns and global partners, have 
been serving in a Muslim village.  
Months ago, while interactions 
were very positive, there was 
no indication that anyone was 
interested in anything beyond 
education.  Just last week, things 
turned a corner: two women and 
their whole families came to the 

Lord.  One of the ladies shared with 
a missionary, “I now pray to Jesus, 
but please, come and teach me how 
to pray.  I don’t know how, but all 
day I say, ‘Thank you, Jesus. I love 
you, Jesus.’”

Across the ocean in Africa, recently 
one of our missionary families 
was able to baptize nine Muslims 
who came to faith in Jesus.  In 
the same region, another one of 
our missionary families had been 
serving for eight years in a Muslim 
village, and had yet to see anyone 
interested in hearing about the 
message of Jesus. Some trained 
African missionaries came to join 
them in the village for a month 
and, within two weeks, they started 
two Bible studies started among 
Muslims.  The African missionaries 
came to our Bethany missionary 
and said, “We have found that YOU 
are the person of peace in this 
village.  Because of your faithful 
service, and because the people in 
the village know we are connected 
to you, we had the freedom to begin 
these Bible studies.  But, it is only 
because of your faithful service 
over these many years.”

Life is being brought to otherwise 
lifeless places because faithful men 
and women are willing to go to the 
hard places, sacrifice, and let their 

lives shine forth in the darkness. 
Please pray for our missionaries 
and partners across the globe who 
are serving in very difficult regions 
and circumstances, all with the 
purpose to bring life to the lifeless.

Dan Germo — International 
Director at Bethany Gateways

Bringing Life 
to Lifeless Places

DAN GERMO

A DECISION THAT FOREVER CHANGED THE DIRECTION OF MY 
FAMILY’S LIFE AND MINISTRY AND THAT OF MANY OTHERS.

"One of our missionary  
families was able to baptize 
nine Muslims who came to  

faith in Jesus."

In 2012, I was given 
an offer that would 
forever change the 

direction of my family’s 
life and ministry. I was 
asked to consider the role 
of International Director 
of Bethany Gateways – 
Bethany International’s 
sending agency. At that 
point, we had been living 
in Africa for 13 years with 
no intention of leaving 
any time soon. Saying yes 
would mean re-locating 
to the US and providing 
strategic oversight to our 
mission force around  
the world.

A DREAM OF THE 
FUTURE
The night I was offered 
the job, the Lord gave me 
a very powerful dream.   
I was in the presence of 
three American men, 
when suddenly standing 
beside us were four men 
of a given ethnicity.  
They were standing 
absolutely motionless 

and expressionless - they 
almost looked lifeless.  
Within a short time, this 
group of four seemingly 
hollow men became a 
group of about 15 men 
and women, bursting 
with praise and worship 
to the Lord. As I woke up, 
the Lord said to me, “If 

you do this thing, life will 
be brought to otherwise 
lifeless places.”

A little over two 
years later, I was the 
International Director 
and my family and I 
were living in the US.  
Throughout my time as 
International Director, 
that phrase “…life will 
be brought to otherwise 
lifeless places” continued 
to echo through my 
memory as a promise 
to my family that such 
a major change would 
be worth it.  In fact, one 
of my daughters even 
painted a picture that 
hangs in my office with 
that phrase on it.  

STREAMS IN THE 
DESERT 
It is now 2019, and I 
am writing this article 
from SE Asia.  Our team 
here was involved with a 
small Buddhist village, 
in an area with close to 
no Christian witness 
of any kind; however, 
they discovered a tiny 

“At that point, we had 
been living in Africa for 
13 years with no inten-

tion of leaving…”

The Lord said to me, “If 
you do this thing, life will 
be brought to otherwise 
lifeless places.”
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LIFE
Edge
O F  G O D ’ S  K I N G D O M

at the

The Kingdom of Bhutan: The 
Bumthangpa People 
Nestled in South Asia’s Eastern Himalayas, 
the Kingdom of Bhutan has deep roots in the 
main religion: Buddhism. Thinley, a “Buddhist 
Monk Turned Missionary”, is reaching the 
Bhutanese unreached peoples. Thinley 
and his wife are establishing a church in a 
village with 4,500 Bumthangpa people. The 
Bumthangpa number 24,000 people and are 
only 0.59% Christian. 

India: The Chamar People 
The ‘low caste’ Chamar number over 51 million 
in India. Only 0.5% of these 51 million are born-
again believers. To be in the low caste is often 
regarded as “untouchable” or “undesirable”, 
with unemployment and illiteracy  
being widespread.

We have focused on engaging and bringing the 
hope of Jesus to the Chamar people. Edward 
Jesudhas, our local partner, began reaching 
out to the Chamar. Edward moved his family to 
northern Dehli, started a church in his home, and 
grew his church to over 70 people in the first 
year. He also established a missionary training 
school to equip Indian missionaries to reach 
their native people. Today, his congregation, 
mission training school, and the number of 
workers among the Chamar have grown. 

Marseille, France: Europe’s Gateway 
to North Africa 
Marseille provides a critical access point to 
several North African people groups who 
would otherwise be extremely challenging 
for Christians to reach – including the 
Algerian Mozabite Berbers who have no 
known Christians among them. 

We are reaching out to secular (anti-
religious) French nationals as well as Muslim 
immigrants in Marseille.  One example of 
breakthrough comes from Mayra - a BGU 
senior who just returned from her 16 month 
internship. She developed a relationship 
with an Algerian Muslim family befriending 
their daughter Fatima. Through Mayra’s 
encouragement, Fatima attended a Christian 
church with her for the first time. Fatima 
experienced God’s love and continues to 
pursue further understanding of Christianity.

New Delhi: Hindu and Muslim 
Communities 
India has more unreached people groups than 
any other country in the world, with a staggering 
2,291 unreached groups. The capital city, New 
Delhi, alone has 441 unreached people groups.

Through multiple missional efforts in New Delhi 
we provide education to children and their 
mothers who have no access to it including 
English and sewing classes.

East Africa: Ethnic Somali Villages
Somalia is 99.6% unreached and is in a state of crisis due to 
famine and violence. Kenya, which neighbors Somalia, has an 
estimated 2.3 million ethnic Somalis and 400,000  
Somali refugees. 

Our Bethany team, partnering with various other missionaries, 
is working with unreached Muslim ethnic groups including 
Somalis living in Kenya. Jason and his team are equipping 
church planters and, in turn, Muslim villages, with sustainable 
farming techniques in a climate prone to drought. They have 
witnessed amazing results thus far- both in farming and 
Muslims opening their hearts to know more about Jesus. In the 
last month, church planters started two Discovery Bible studies 
with Muslims and all those attending have their own Bible.

Buddhist Thailand
The Thai people are a profoundly unreached 
people group.  There are many smaller tribal 
people groups through Thailand as well.  
Many small Buddhist villages have virtually 
no Christian witness of any kind. And those 
Christian churches in the region often do not 
reach out to the Thai people. Our Bethany 
team befriended a local pastor. Through their 
interactions and encouragement, the pastor 
began to lead his people in outreach to the 
village. The church took on a new sense of 
urgency to be a light in an otherwise  
dark village.  
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John and Michelle have a meaningful history 
of impact at Bethany International (BI). At 
a young age, John and Michelle shared a 

heart for missions that eventually brought them 
together. John’s parents were missionaries in the 
early days of Bethany serving the Lord in locations 
including Guinea Bissau, Vietnam, Timor, and 
Ghana. His family eventually returned to the 
United States and became members of Bethany 
Church where John and Michelle met.

John and Michelle were inspired, independent of 
each other, to attend what is now Bethany Global 
University. During their time as students, they 
both felt called to support global missions through 
financial contributions. Upon graduation, they 
continued their education at North Dakota State 
University receiving degrees in Computer Science 
(John) and Business (Michelle).

Years later, John and Michelle went on 
the mission field serving the Bethany 
Philippines team for two years. “John 
and Michelle played a vital role at a 
time of rapidly expanding ministry,” 
shares Tim Freeman the Executive 
Vice President of BI. Using their invaluable 
technology and administration skills, John and 
Michelle established a business foundation and 
supported Church planting endeavors.

PARTNERING WITH GOD’S PURPOSES
Firmly believing that Bethany is united with God’s 
purposes, John and Michelle have invested their 
time, talent, and financial support. In addition to 
their financial contributions, they have included 
Bethany in their Estate Plan. “We are excited 
to see numbers of Muslims coming to Christ 
through the work of Bethany and their partners. 
Bethany is on the cutting edge of missions,” share 
John and Michelle.

David Yerry

In March 2017, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
began rejecting major child 

assistance from organizations 
that didn’t align with India’s 
Hindu ideological standards. 
Miraculously, despite this, I was 
still able to serve with Bethany 
International’s team in India for 
my global internship.

I spent the majority of my time 
in India teaching the English 
language to Muslim and Hindu 
children within an informal 
school. These children were from 
a poverty-stricken village, with 
most families unable to afford 
the school uniform required by 
formal India schools. 

The school hosts about 80 

children ranging from ages 2-12. 
In addition to teaching these 
students, while the children 
attended class, we provided 
sewing and English language 
classes for their mothers – seeking 
to teach while also ministering 
in a country so closed off from  
the Gospel. 

This was my first time in a role 
like this. I barely spoke the Hindi 
language. Our team did the best 
we could to learn Hindi, and to 
create a curriculum that would 
teach both English and share 
the Gospel to our students and  
their families. 

Most of the children had never 
attended school; they didn’t 
understand classroom etiquette 
or proper behavior. Once, a 
student physically grabbed my ear 

My Internship in India

Kasey spent the majority of her 
16-month global internship with 
BGU in India teaching English to 
Muslim and Hindu children.

A Surprise of Salvation

“WE ARE CONVINCED THAT BETHANY IS IN ALIGNMENT 
WITH GOD'S DIRECTION TO TAKE THE CHURCH TO WHERE 

IT’S NOT, AND WE DESIRE TO PARTNER WITH THEM TO  
SEE THAT ACCOMPLISHED.”

Did you know? 
In 2019, Open 
Doors “Watch 
List” rated In-

dia as the tenth 
most danger-

ous country in 
the world to be 

a Christian.

to get my attention. Another threw 
grasshoppers at us as a joke. At the 
beginning, it was challenging, but 
over time, they grew to respect us. 
More importantly, they began to 
show interest in Jesus. 

We taught stories from the 
Bible, and the children enjoyed 
acting them out. Afterwards, 
asking what they learned, to our 
amazement they would regularly 
recite the stories back to us. Over 
the course of 10 months, we saw 
a transformation of not only our 
students’ behavior but signs that 
these Bible stories were touching 
their hearts.

On my last day at the school, my 
students led me blindfolded to 
our classroom. When I opened 
my eyes, there was a giant red 
ribbon hanging at the front of 
our classroom. The room as a 
whole was covered in streamers  
and balloons. 

As a thank you, these children 
planned a surprise going away for 

me entirely on their own. I came 
to India to share the Gospel, and 
believe we accomplished this 
in many ways. At first I didn’t 
know what to expect, but I was 
amazed to see all that God did in  
these children.

About month after I returned 
home, I received a surprise 
incomparable to any others. Two 
families from our school made the 
decision to give their lives to Christ. 
Never underestimate the power of 
God, even in the spiritually darkest 
places on earth. I believe in my 
heart that the salvation of these 
families will serve as a catalyst to 
even greater accomplishments for 
the Kingdom of God. 

Kasey Norman — BGU senior, 
just returned from her 16-month 
internship in India. Next year she 
plans to start the BGU Graduate 
Program.
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We saw a transfor-
mation of not only 
our students’ behav-
ior but signs that 
these Bible stories 
were touching their 
hearts.

Eternal
INVESTMENTS



KERRY A. OLSON

Sonam was born and raised in the 
Kingdom of Bhutan, a landlocked 
country in South Asia. Surrounded by 

the awe-inspiring Himalayas, Bhutan has 
74 distinct people groups – 71 of which are 
0% Evangelical Christian. 

At the age of 12, Sonam began his journey 
toward becoming a Buddhist monk. For 
the next 7 years, like many in his culture, 
Sonam dedicated his life to studying the 
ways of Buddha.

Then God intervened. 

YOU WILL SEEK ME AND FIND ME
Sonam was always seeking spiritual truth, 

and yet Sonam’s heart and mind felt a pull 
that there was something more. One day, 
after a six-month period of meditation, 
Sonam experienced a vision. In this vision, 
a man robed in white revealed:

“I am the answer to your questions.” 

Sonam remained a Buddhist after this 
vision, but a seed had been planted. Later 
on, while serving in Nepal as a monk, a 
Christian shop owner gave him a gospel 
tract titled, "The Way to Salvation". Another 
monk demanded he throw away the tract, 
and that he refuse to read it. Sonam kept 
the tract. He studied it for several days. 
Not unlike his vision, John 14:6 spoke to 
Sonam’s spirit: 

“I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except  
through me.”  

Relocated to a Buddhist monastery in 
India, on the border of Bhutan, Sonam 
met yet another Christian who invited him 
to learn more about Jesus by attending a 
church service. For the first time, Sonam 

Buddhist Monk Turned Missionary
Transformed by a Vision and God’s Word

Did you know?  
Buddhist monks often 

join the monastery 
between six to  
nine years old.

attended a Christian church. Here, he 
was given a Bible. As Sonam read the 
Word of God, Jesus’ words penetrated 
his soul even further. In particular, 
Matthew 10:33:

“But whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before my 
Father which is in heaven.” 

Within the confines of his modest 
monastery room, Sonam pored over 
the Bible almost non-stop. Then one 
day the inevitable happened. Sonam 
was caught and subsequently kicked 
out of the monastery. 

I AM THE ANSWER
Shortly after his banishment, Sonam 
attended a Christian Youth Camp. He 
was baptized. He committed himself 
to a “home” church. He even enrolled 
in a five-year Bible school program. 

A devout Buddhist monk hungered for 
the Truth. In the most unimaginable 
place, a Bhuddhist monastery, 

he found Jesus. He dedicated his 
life to Christ and in turn realized 
Bhutan’s dire need for the Gospel.
Upon graduation, Sonam returned 
to Bhutan where he met his future 
wife, Tham – a Christian and 
Bible school graduate. Today, they  
are missionaries. 

Sonam and Tham have two young 
children. Together, they have a 
passion to “reach the unreached” 
people of their country. One year 
ago, after prayer and preparation, 
Sonam and Tham relocated to the 
northeastern region of Bhutan –a 
profoundly unreached region, only 
0.59% Christian– where they are 
currently ministering and seeking to 
establish the region’s first church. 

As we at Bethany International 
strive to take the gospel to the most 
“unlikely” places and support our 
partners like Sonam and Tham – 
please pray for their journey and 

consider how you might be able to 
help them and others like them to 
make a difference. 

Kerry A. Olson — Bethany 
International’s Research Coordinator 
for the Engage500 Initiative.

In this vision, a man 
robed in white revealed: 
“I am the answer to  
your questions.”
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As Jason and I walked to the 
center of the farm, I could 
feel the temperature drop 

several degrees due to the lushness 
of the vegetation around. Located in 
the desert of northern Kenya, this 
land was not always like this. In fact, 
when we selected it for the farm site, 
it was barren, dry, and sandy like the 
land that still surrounds it. Now, the 

daily harvest of fruits and vegetables 
is nothing short of astounding  
in comparison. 

In my current role as International 
Director, I have had the pleasure of 
visiting all of our Bethany Gateways 
ministry locations multiple times. 
Over the years, I have witnessed 
spiritual wastelands worldwide 
transformed before my very eyes! I 
want to share four sites that exemplify 
each phase of fruitfulness that can be 
found on the mission field.

1. FOUNDATIONS: LAYING 
THE GROUNDWORK OF 
TRUST WITH PEOPLE.
I think of Corey and our team in 
Southeast Asia. He and his young 
family have been full-time on the field 
for about six years. Corey has stepped 
up into leadership, developing a 
healthy team, which has a strong focus 
on engaging unreached tribes. At the 
same time, he is working alongside 

our national partners, mentoring 
Bethany Global Interns, and exploring 
further opportunities to send more 
workers to tribes currently untouched 
by the Gospel.

2. FAVOR: RELATIONSHIPS 
BEGIN TAKING ROOT
Jason with his wife, Bekah, and their 
four beautiful daughters come to mind. 
They are growing in experience, favor, 
and influence. It is truly remarkable. 
During my recent visit to Kenya, I 
watched Jason (Bethany Gateways’ 
current Field Leader) interact with 
Muslims working on the farm, Kenyan 
partners who are reaching local 
Muslim people, missionaries from 
Asia who have joined Jason’s team, 
Bethany Global University Interns, 
and other missionaries. 

Just as I recall the farm when it 
was just arid land, I have very clear 
memories of Jason and Bekah when 
they came to Kenya on a three-week 

FOUR PHASES OF  
FRUITFULNESS IN THE DESERT

Stories from missionaries serving at all stages of life and ministry.

short-term trip as Bethany freshmen. 
They were, unlike the farm at the 
beginning, green as green gets. They 
eventually returned to serve their 
Bethany internship under us in Kenya. 
They grew and matured in that time, 
coming back to serve full-time while I 
was the Field Leader in Kenya. They 
have served 10 years in this difficult 
desert region.

3. FRUITFULNESS: 
TREMENDOUS SPIRITUAL 
ADVANCE AND DISCIPLES 
MULTIPLYING
Likewise, I think of Sam who has 
been serving in Africa with his wife, 
Jonhild, and family for 24 years. 
After years of hard work, they are in 
the midst of their most fruitful years 
ever. They are now seeing African 
church planters going, not just to the 
Muslims of their country, but to the 
surrounding countries in the region. 
They are eager to receive a new 
team of American Global Interns to 
mentor and train. They also continue 
to pray that many will return as 
church planters alongside their  
African counterparts.

 
 

4. FATHERHOOD: MENTORING 
THE NEXT GENERATION

Lastly, I want to highlight Grayling 
and Sandra. With nearly 40 years of 
ministry experience in France, they 
are fully engaged in mission at a point 
when many people back “home” are 
well into retirement. This season is 
one of mentoring the next generation 
in the midst of an exceedingly 
unreached Mediterranean city, 
including both post-Christian French 
and pre-Christian Muslims. Their 
efforts are focused on mentoring the 
few young pastors in the city, while 
also mentoring Bethany interns. Their 
hope is to see the growth of students 
into long-term workers in France and 
the surrounding region.

Each stage of growth can look a little 
different from person to person and 

country to country. What all four 
teams share is that they have been 
doing the hard day-to-day work of 
“tilling the soil” for a number of years. 
Together, these teams represent 80 
years of faithful ministry. They are 
a testament to the truth that, if we 
are faithful to plant the seed of the 
Gospel, God will do His part to make 
things grow. 

Dan Germo – International Director 
at Bethany Gateways

Fruitfulness can and does 
occur at every stage of 

growth and development 
in missions. “I planted, 

Apollos watered, but God 
gave the growth.  

So neither he who plants 
nor he who waters is any-
thing but only God who 

gives the growth.  
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 ESV
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